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Time to pass the baton  
It’s been my privilege to serve our community as your full-time education coordinator.  
Many of you have crossed paths with me in one way or another.  I will be retiring from 
full-time to go part-time at the end of January.  I’ll be starting a new chapter in my 

life’s story but will still be involved with the conservation district.  
Please welcome aboard Emily “Egret Emily” Cantor who is the 
full-time Environmental Education and Outreach Coordinator.  
You can visit her Facebook page for her happenings.  Yes, 
awareness leads to appreciation and then actions to make the 
world and our neck of the woods a better place!  

 

Frog Hollow is slated 
to become our sec-
ond county park 
sometime this year.  
This site has trails, a 
stream and a picnic 
pavilion.  An organi-
zation of volunteers 
has been doing much 
to have the land be-
come another jewel 
found in our county.  
Check out their pro-
gram schedule and 
take time to visit!   

Photo is from the First Day Hike 2024 at Frog Hollow.   
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Attention college students: Looking for internships in 2024? DCNR has opportunities in Pennsyl-
vania state parks and forests, the Pennsylvania Geological Survey, and its main office in Harris-
burg. Opportunities are still being added, so keep checking and apply here https://
bit.ly/34EDAzX. #DCNRinterns 

ExplorePaTrails  

Winter is a preƩy decent Ɵme 
to do a hike outside.  You get 
opportuniƟes to see more birds 
and appreciate the different 
personaliƟes of trees.  Check 
out this link to go exploring! 
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Native species are   
being challenged by 
invasive plants.  You 
can help natives by 
planting natives.  — 
Kyle Schutt, Insect 
Mgmt. Technician   
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With the #PAPreferred brand, you are guaranteed 
to be buying the highest quality products made 
by Pennsylvania’s dedicated farmers, producers, 
and processors.  
Find a #PAPreferred brand near you: https://
bit.ly/3EBGmoC 

 Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area hosts the PA Game Commission’s Visitor Center 
located near the point where Lancaster and Lebanon counties meet.  The site is less than an hour from 
Pottsville and offers a variety of free programs throughout the year.  Middle Creek is renowned for  
being a stopover for migrating snow geese and swans.  And, I mean thousands upon thousands of 
birds!  Check out this video from The Wandering Woodsman:   https://youtu.be/F1Wqh2VRevM?
si=3J8xLb5HQtA141nE        
 While birding at the site this winter be sure to check out this program:  Saturday, February 
24th at 10:00 AM: On the Search for Silk Moth Cocoons Most parks, rail trails, and other public areas 
have moth cocoons hiding within variable habitat. Learning how to 
find them can be a ton of fun and in most cases, requires minimal 
effort. This event will start with a quick discussion about local silk 
moth species and the cocoons in which they hibernate. Then we'll 
take the group on a hike, in order to help teach everyone how to 
find cocoons. Host plant, habitat, geography, time of day, and iden-
tifying moths to specific habitat will be the focus of the day. Actually 
finding cocoons will be a huge bonus! 



 

 

 

WINTER 2024 
Page 8 

Scenes from the Lakefront FesƟval that took place 
at Sweet Arrow Lake County Park in mid-October.  

Also featured was a dedicaƟon of the stream habi-
tat improvement project upstream from the park. 

 

Be sure to visit the park’s web-
site for more program info:  
www.sweetarrowlakepark.com 
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NEWS LEAF 
Master Gardeners of Schuylkill County    

schuylkillmg@psu.edu           570.622.4225 ext. 23 

 “From the Greenhouse Column” by Master Gardener Tom Reed 

 It is winterƟme and thoughts of seedlings and planƟng seem far away, especially with 
sunrise at 7:24 am and sunset around 4:30 pm. Temperatures are a bit frosty, too.  
 For those who follow the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone in determining last and first frost 
dates, there has been a change. Most of Schuylkill County has been in 6B and 6A. That has 
changed too, most of our area is now 7A and northern Schuylkill County is 6B. Always remem-
ber, soil temperature and night air temperatures are important when planƟng (direct seeding 
or transplants) no maƩer what the calendar says.    
 Check the catalog or seed packets for germinaƟon or planƟng temper-
atures!  
 The other item at this Ɵme of the year is the arrival of all the seed    
catalogs with photos of the most perfect veggies, fruits, and flowers. Once 
you go through a catalog, it removes any doubt  about whether you are gar-
dening again in 2024!  Your order for seeds and plants are in before the end 
of January!          
 Also, there are new gardening tools that you must have to make the garden perfect.   

In many years of gardening, I have found out the new tool this year is next 
year’s yard sale item, and it is back to the old reliable ones. 
 The Master Gardeners will be doing the Spring Series event on Satur-
day, March 2 this year. That day (9:00AM – 3:00 PM) there will presentaƟons 
on five different gardening topics (Crop rotaƟon and new vegetable culƟvars, 
seed starƟng for the home gardener, propagaƟon, Monarchs and milkweed, 
and the growing and care of houseplants). RegistraƟon will begin in January 
through Penn State’s CVENT program.  Hope to see you there! 

Plan your garden over winter: 
What you’d like to grow, where you’d like 
to put it, and when you need to sow seeds. 
Browse seed catalogs and Instagram for 
ideas. Use a garden journal or online plan-
ner if you’d like, but organizing now will 
keep you on track in the summer. It’s arm-
chair gardening at its best and the perfect 
winter gardening task for days when it’s 
just too cold, windy, or snowy to want to 
venture outdoors. This is one of those win-
ter gardening ideas that you’ll truly enjoy!  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
· District Chair:                 
       Scott Graver 
· Vice Chair:   
        Dennis Daubert                      
· Directors:  
· Commissioner Gary Hess 
· Stanley Fidler 
· Glenn Luckenbill  
· Dottie Sterner 
· Eric Leiby 
· Glenn Hetherington  
· Russell Wagner 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS 
· Chris Bentz 
· Robert Carl, Jr. 
· Frank Zukas 
· Mike Begis 
· Dr. Aaron Clauser 
· Mandy Fitzpatrick 
· Jason Jenkins 
· Jerry Bowman 

STAFF PHONE EXTENSIONS FOR 570.622.3742 

· Jenna St. Clair, District Manager, 3335 

· Martie Hetherington, Ag Project Coordinator, 3328 

· “Porcupine Pat” McKinney, Education Coordinator, 3326 

· Missy Seigfried, Conservation Fiscal Technician, 3324 

· Stephanie Lubinsky, Conservation Program Technician, 
3329 

· Robert Evanchalk, Assistant Parks and Rec. Supervisor  

· Janelle Wilde, Conservation Program Technician, 3327 

· Wayne Lehman, County Natural Resources  
         Specialist, 3333 

· Kelse Brown, Agricultural Program Coordinator, 3325 

· Ryan Michlovsky, Conservation Program Coordinator, 
3330 

· Drew Kline, Parks & Rec. Supervisor, 570.527.2505 

· Alexa Smith, Natural Resources Conservationist, 3336 

· Kyle Schutt, Insect Management Technician, 
         Cell:  484.331.4499 

· “Egret Emily” Cantor, Environmental Education and 
Outreach Coordinator, 3316  

 

 Schuylkill Conservation District Board and Staff 

 

 

Your purchase of tree seedlings is much 
appreciated!  Please check out the seedling 
sale order form and make your purchase 
happen!   Support our county park! 

What better way 
to get outside and 
have fun learning 
about nature while 
playing on your 
phone or tablet! 
Please join our pro-
ject to help engage, 
support, and edu-
cate our community 
on the biodiversity 
that surrounds us. 

These observa-
tions will also help 
us maintain conser-
vation projects and 
tracking species, 
such as the Spotted 
Lantern Fly. 

Stay tuned for 
future events and 
competitions for 
observations! 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/rewild-schuylkill-county 


