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Summer 2023 

LAKEFRONT FESTIVAL AT SWEET ARROW LAKE 
SUNDAY, OCT 15 FROM 11 TO 2 FREE ADMISSION 

VISIT THE DR. JAMES S. SHADLE NATURE CENTER AND WESTON    
PAVILION DURING THE SCHUYLKILL COUNTY FAIR — DETAILS IN 
THIS ISSUE   

 

SWATARA CREEK FLOODPLAIN RESTORATION 
PHASE 2 PROJECT 

TICK AND MOSQUITO  
INFO FROM KYLE 

MASTER WATERSHED STEWARD        
PROGRAM NATIVE TREE AND SHRUB 
SALE  
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Jenna St. Clair, District Manager 

 
Congratulations to the Schuylkill County Fair! 

 
1983 to 2023 

Visit the fair this year to help celebrate! 

 
www.schuylkillfair.com 

It’sÊbeenÊaÊpreƩyÊwildÊstartÊtoÊtheÊsummerÊhereÊinÊSchuylkillÊCounty:Êdrought,ÊwildfireÊ
smoke,ÊandÊheavyÊdownpours.ÊÊIÊhopeÊeveryoneÊisÊ(safely)ÊenjoyingÊallÊofÊtheÊwonderfulÊout-
doorÊacƟviƟesÊavailableÊtoÊus. 
 
TheÊSchuylkillÊCountyÊFairÊreturnsÊforÊitsÊ40thÊanni-
versaryÊonÊJulyÊ31ÊtoÊAugustÊ5,Ê2023.ÊÊTheÊsightsÊ
andÊsoundsÊhaveÊalwaysÊbeenÊaÊsummerÊfavoriteÊ
ofÊmine.ÊÊPorcupineÊPatÊhasÊfullÊline-upÊofÊinter-
esƟngÊprogramsÊscheduledÊforÊtheÊweek,ÊincludedÊ
inÊyourÊcostÊofÊadmission! 
 
LakefrontÊFestÊwillÊalsoÊbeÊbackÊthisÊfallÊonÊSunday,Ê
OctoberÊ15ÊfromÊ11ÊamÊtoÊ2Êpm.ÊÊThisÊFREEÊenvi-
ronmentalÊeducaƟonÊeventÊatÊSweetÊArrowÊLakeÊ
CountyÊParkÊwillÊhaveÊmanyÊvendors,ÊacƟviƟes,Ê
andÊtours,ÊsoÊkeepÊanÊeyeÊonÊourÊsocialÊmediaÊÊÊÊÊ
accountsÊforÊdetailsÊandÊupdates.ÊFreeÊadmission,Ê
freeÊacƟviƟes,ÊfreeÊparking. 
 
IÊwelcomeÊyourÊthoughts,Êideas,Êconcerns,ÊandÊ
quesƟonsÊaboutÊtheÊSchuylkillÊConservaƟonÊDistrictÊ
andÊcanÊbeÊreachedÊatÊ(570)622-3742Êx3335ÊandÊ
jstclair@co.schuylkill.pa.us. 

The Swatara Creek Floodplain Restoration 
project in Pine Grove was honored with a     
national award from the Council of State Com-
munity Development Agencies for its protection 
of property and the environment in 2022. Jenna 
St Clair and Wayne Lehman, County Natural 
Resource Specialist, are pictured here accepting 
the award at the project site with representa-
tives from PA Department of Environmental 
Protection and PA Department of Community 
and Economic Development.  
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SEE LAST PAGE             
OF THIS ISSUE FOR…  



Summer 2023 
Page 4 

About the Master Watershed      
Steward Program 
This program provides extensive train-
ing in watershed management to vol-
unteers who, in return, educate the 
community about watershed steward-
ship based on university research and 
recommendations. 

The Penn State Master Watershed 
Steward Program was established to 
strengthen local capacity for manage-
ment and protection of watersheds, 
streams, and rivers, by educating and 
empowering volunteers across the 
Commonwealth. 
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE AT THE WESTON PAVILION -- 2023 
Sponsored by the Dr. James S. Shadle Nature Center 

· Monday, July 31 -- 6:00 pm: “Appalachian Mountain Olde Time Toys” with 
“Porcupine Pat” McKinney.  The toys program focuses on toys that were popular 
from 50 to 200 years ago. 

 
· Tuesday, August 1 –  6:00 pm:  “Ways of Wildlife” with “Porcupine Pat” McKin-

ney.  This wildlife show ‘n tell has everything from turtle shells to deer antlers with 
trivia included.   

 
· Wednesday, August 2 – 6:00 pm: “Indians of Pennsylvania” with Dave “Big 

Owl” McSurdy.  “Big Owl” will talk about the Lenape, Susquehannocks and other  
nations that were here in PA.   

 
· Thursday, August 3 – 6:00 pm:  “The Bad Biters and Sap Suckers: Mosqui-

toes, Ticks, and Lanternflies” with Kyle Schutt, Insect Pest Management Techni-
cian for the Schuylkill Conservation District.  Kyle highlights the invasives, such as 
the lanternfly, that are found in Schuylkill County.  He will describe ways to control 
them and the damage that they do.   

 
· Friday, August 4 – 6:00 pm: The Venom Institute presents “Native Reptiles of 

Pennsylvania” with Rudy Arceo, President and Founder of The Venom Institute.  
This program spreads the word about the beauty and importance of reptiles in       
nature and the environment.  Live critters will be showcased in this family-oriented 
program.   

 
· Saturday, August 5 – 6:00 pm:  The Venom Institute presents “Wide World of 

Exotics” with Rudy Arceo (see Friday’s description).  Live critters will be show-
cased!  

 
The Dr. James S. Shadle Nature Center will be open from 5:00 to 7:30 pm each day of the county fair.  
For more info:  porcupinepat@yahoo.com or call 570.391.3326. 

Working Together to Keep 
the Tradition Alive 
 
 

 
 

July 31 to August 5, 2023 
Schuylkill County Fairgrounds, Rt.895, Summit Station 

 
www.schuylkillfair.com 
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HelpÊscienƟstsÊlearnÊaboutÊtheÊgeographicÊdistribuƟonÊofÊ
firefliesÊthroughÊtheÊFireflyÊWatchÊCommunityÊScienceÊ
Project.ÊSpendÊatÊleastÊ10ÊminutesÊonceÊaÊweekÊduringÊ
fireflyÊseasonÊ(lateÊJuneÊthroughÊAugust)ÊobservingÊfirefliesÊ
inÊoneÊlocaƟonÊ(yourÊbackyardÊorÊinÊaÊnearbyÊfield).ÊÊLearnÊ
moreÊaboutÊwhatÊtoÊlookÊforÊandÊhowÊtoÊsubmitÊobserva-
ƟonsÊhƩps://bit.ly/3zgbKXp.ÊÊ#CommunityScienceÊ#iCon-

Summer Wildlife Day Camps accepting campers 
· August 7 to 9, 9:30 to 11 am, The Island in Haven 
· August 7 to 9, 1 to 230 pm, Albright’s Woods 
 

Info:  porcupinepat@yahoo.com  570-391-3326 
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The Swatara Creek Floodplain Restoration Phase 2 project is located along Swatara Creek and 
the   Upper Little Swatara Creek on Pine Grove Borough and private property. The Phase 2 pro-
ject consists of floodplain restoration, wetland creation and streambank stabilization to reduce 
flooding impacts to and sediment pollution in the Swatara Creek Watershed.  

Phase 2 design and permitting was funded through a PA Department of Environmental Protec-
tion     Environmental Stewardship and Watershed Protection (Growing Greener) Grant awarded 
to the Schuylkill Conservation District while construction of the project if being funded through a 
Department of Community and Economical Development Community Development Block Grant 
awarded to the County of Schuylkill.  

BIORETENTION AREA LARGE CREATED WET-
LAND PLANTED WITH 
NATIVE VEGETATION 

RESTORED FLOODPLAIN 
ALONG UPPER LITTLE 
SWATARA CREEEK  

SMALL CREATED WET-
LAND PLANTED WITH 
NATIVE VEGETATION 

WETLAND CREATED IN AN 
AREA WHERE COAL SILT 
WAS REMOVED 
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Important 
info here.   

Kyle Schutt,  
Insect Management 
Technician for the 
SCD 
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NEWS LEAF 
Master Gardeners of Schuylkill County    

schuylkillmg@psu.edu           570.622.4225 ext. 23 

Listen to Master Gardeners on WPPA AM 1360 or 
105.9 FM at 10 a.m. on the first Tuesday of each 
month year round.   

 “From the Greenhouse Column” by Master Gardener Tom Reed 

 Growing season is well underway now after a very dry spring. Seems in late June and early July 
we received all our missing rain in large batches. Plus, in June many night temperatures were in the low 
50s and in some areas of the county in the high 40s.  Warm season plants do not 
tolerate those temperatures and could suffer injury. If you waited to plant once things 
were warmed and had adequate moisture your plants should be now off and running, 
although a bit behind schedule. Now is the time to be scouting for insects, disease, and 
more important harvest some flowers, fresh veggies, herbs, and to enjoy your bounty.  
 If you discover problems with disease and insects remember to apply IPM 
(Integrated Pest Management) practices. Hand pull weeds before resulting to using an 
herbicide. Same with insects. One bug does not necessarily mean that an insecticide is 
required, handpick, or knock it off into a bucket of soapy water. As always if you do use 
a pesticide of any type also read and follow label directions and ensure the problem and 
plant is labeled for that product. Follow all PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) requirements. 
 Hope to see you all at the Schuylkill County Fair and our Garden Gathering. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
· District Chair:                 
       Scott Graver 
· Vice Chair:   
        Dennis Daubert                      
· Directors:  
· Commissioner Gary Hess 
· Stanley Fidler 
· Glenn Luckenbill  
· Dottie Sterner 
· Eric Leiby 
· Glenn Hetherington  
· Russell Wagner 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS 
· Chris Bentz 
· Robert Carl, Jr. 
· Frank Zukas 
· Mike Begis 
· Dr. Aaron Clauser 
· Mandy Fitzpatrick 
· Jason Jenkins  
· Jerry Bowman 
 

STAFF PHONE EXTENSIONS FOR 570.622.3742 

· Jenna St. Clair, District Manager, 3335 

· Martie Hetherington, Ag Project Coordinator, 3328 

· “Porcupine Pat” McKinney, Education Coordinator, 3326 

· Missy Seigfried, Conservation Fiscal Technician, 3324 

· Stephanie Lubinsky, Conservation Program Technician, 
3329 

· Robert Evanchalk, Assistant Parks and Recreation Super-
visor (part time)   

· Janelle Wilde, Conservation Program Technician, 3327 

· Bill Reichert, Upper Swatara Flood Recovery Manager, 
3331 

· Wayne Lehman, County Natural Resources  
         Specialist, 3333 

· Chloe Mullins, Agricultural Program Coordinator, 3325 

· Ryan Michlovsky, Conservation Program Coordinator, 
3330 

· Sydnie Harig, Ag Program Specialist, 3316 

· Drew Kline, Parks & Rec. Supervisor, 570-527-2505 

· Alexa Smith, Natural Resources Conservationist, 3336 

· Kyle Schutt, Insect Management Technician, 
         Cell:  484.331.4499 

 Schuylkill Conservation District Board and Staff 

 

 
Mark your calendar for Lakefront   

Festival at Sweet Arrow Lake County 
Park Sunday, Oct. 15  11 am to 2 pm 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF 
LAKEFRONT FESTIVAL 
Sunday, Oct 15 from 11 to 2 

· Schuylkill County Conservancy exhibit with tree cookies 
· Splash the Clown and balloon animals 
· Schuylkill County Penn State Extension Master Gardeners 
· Leah Zerbe and Potter’s Farm 
· Sweet Arrow Lake Conservation Association celebrating 100 years of the 

lake’s dam breast 
· Dave “Big Owl” McSurdy with his rock and mineral collection 
· Schuylkill County Trout Unlimited 
· “Make ‘em, take ‘em” activities by staff of the conservation district 

 

Much more!   


