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Bear Creek
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held in June

The Ruby-throated Hummingbird can
be a fairly common site to see in
Schuylkill County gardens especially
if you have tubular reddish-colored
flowers.
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These fascinating birds can fly like a
helicopter up, down, front and back.
Their nests are made of lichens and
spider webs! Make it a point when
you see one to really take a close
look to enjoy their iridescent colors.

Jenna St. Clair, District Manager
It is an exciting spring here as we formulate a strategic plan for the first time since 2002. The
strategic planning process is an opportunity to reexamine the identity and priorities of the
District and use that to guide our progress. We are currently
working through the process with input from staff, board, stakeholders, and the public. Final plan will be ready this summer!
With warmer days ahead, it’s also time to mark your calendar:
The Bear Creek Festival will take place on Sunday, June 2, 2019,
at the Schuylkill County Fairgrounds from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.
This family-oriented event offers visitors free and fun activities
related to all things environmental, outdoors, natural, and agricultural in Schuylkill County. It is free and open to the public.
The Bear Creek Festival offers a multitude of free activities for
all ages, such as Schuylkill Trout Unlimited’s annual fishing derby, build your own bird house with Home Depot, paint your
own flower pot, animals from Red Creek Wildlife Center, live music, and much more.
I welcome your thoughts, ideas, concerns, and questions about the Schuylkill Conservation
District and can be reached at (570) 622-3742 x 3335 and jstclair@co.schuylkill.pa.us.

“Fair” Community Sale EXTRAVAGANZA!
To benefit the Schuylkill County Fair
Be sure to visit the Schuylkill County Fairgrounds,
Rt. 895, Summit Station on Saturday, May 4 from
7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a Yard Sale, Vendor Sale
and Craft Fair.
Horse supplies and a tack sale is also happening!
The FARM Food Stand will be open for food purchase. For info or to reserve a table: Danielle at 570449-2641

Spring 2019
Page 2

Drinking
Water Week
May 5-11, 2019
For more than 40 years the American Water Works Association and its members have celebrated Drinking Water
Week – a unique opportunity for both water professionals
and the communities they serve to join together in recognizing the vital role water plays in our daily lives. Locally,
municipal water authorities, such as the Schuylkill County
Municipal Authority, insure that fresh, clean water is available in your home or business. Do your part by conserving
this precious resource!
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44th Annual Seedling Sale Order Form—
2019
All proceeds benefit Sweet Arrow Lake County Park





ORDER DEADLINE: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 or while supplies last!
PICK UP: Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon in the Clubhouse parking lot.
NOTE: Seedlings are bare root and will be healthy at pick up. No guarantees after this date.
INFO: “Porcupine Pat” at 570.391.3326 or porcupinepat@yahoo.com or Kathy Stefanick at
570.345.4963 or mikastefanick@comcast.net

Date_______________________
Name____________________________________________________
Address_________________________City____________________State_____Zip________
Phone (day)________________________(night)__________________________
Save postage and the environment by providing your email below:
_________________________________________________________________________

ITEM

# PER BUNDLE

Concolor Fir

10/bundle

# DESIRED

COST/BUNDLE
X 9.00 =

Norway Spruce

10/bundle

X 9.00 =

Eastern White Pine

10/bundle

X 9.00 =

Red Oak

5/bundle

X 8.00 =

Sargent Crabapple

5/bundle

X 8.00 =

Arrowood
Viburnum
Silky Dogwood

5/bundle

X 8.00 =

5/bundle

X 8.00 =

American
Cranberry

5/bundle

X 8.00 =

Total Sale =
Please be sure to
pay 6% sales tax =
Grand Total =






Please make your check payable to SALCA. Mail check
and this form to: SALCA, PO Box 143, Pine Grove, PA
17963.
Note: SALCA stands for Sweet Arrow Lake Conservation
Association.
We appreciate your support of Sweet Arrow Lake County
Park. For more info: www.sweetarrowlakepark.com
Thank you for your order!

TOTAL

Conservation District welcomes Brittany Moore

Brittany Moore has joined the Schuylkill Conservation Distrtict as the Agriculture Program
Coordinator. She grew up in Frederick County, Maryland and attended school at Cornell
University where she earned a B.S in Biology and a B.S. in Animal
Science.
Brittany has a background in agricultural research and has worked for
a number of labs including The National Institute of Health, Cornell University’s Department of Animal Science, and Antech Diagnostics. After
graduating, Brittany focused on clinical research, working as herdsman
for the Cornell University Ruminant Center Dairy, where she monitored
the health of dairy cows and assisted with calvings.
In 2017, Brittany moved to Schuylkill County, where she interned with
the conservation district and earned a graduate certificate in Geographic
Information Systems. In her spare time, she enjoys running along the
Schuylkill River Trail and kayaking.

Watershed Decisions Activity Kit
A hands-on, inquiry based activity kit that helps older youth and adults learn about water
quality issues in small watersheds and the decision making processes that go into improving those water quality issues.
As "new members" of a community
organization interested in improving local
water quality, Watershed Decisions participants role-play while examining simulated
water samples, exploring the land users in
their community, and then creating a plan
for improving their watershed on a limited
budget. There is no one solution to this
activity and the results are dependent upon
the creativity, opinions, and ideas of the
participants. Designed for use with 2 or
more small groups of 4-10 people each.

Who is this for?
Perfect for your classroom, environmental educational program, youth group, municipality,
watershed association, or any other group interested in exploring this important topic.
Geared toward adults and older youth (ages12 -18) with a basic understanding of watersheds. National and Pennsylvania academic standards alignment available.

The cost for the kit is
$39.00 and is available
by contacting the Penn
State Customer Service
Team at 1-877-345-0691.
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On February 26, 2019, the Grand
Canyon celebrates 100 years since
it's designation as a national park. A
UNESCO World Heritage Site,
Grand Canyon welcomes approximately six million domestic and international visitors each year. After
100 years, whether its hiking a corridor trail, taking a stroll on the rim or
enjoying the landscape from an
overlook, Grand Canyon continues
to provide a space for all visitors to
connect with the outdoors.

You are invited to attend the public meeting to discuss the Wayne Township Park
Master Plan. Planning consultants JMT will provide background information, a
summary of the process, and an overview of the pre-final master plan for expansion and renovation of the park. The meeting will be held at 23 Meadowbrook
Center in Schuylkill Haven. Open House: 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. Presentation of the
pre-final master plan begins at 6:30 p.m.
Welcome to Yak the Skook LLC Kayak
and Canoe Rental located in the historic
village of Port Clinton in Schuylkill County.
We are the premier outfitter for canoe and
kayak rentals on the upper Schuylkill River. Conveniently located at the base of the
Appalachian Trail head and the confluence
of the Schuylkill and Little Schuylkill rivers
in Port Clinton PA. Check us out!
Phone: 570-990-2430 Email: yaktheskook@gmail.com

www.arborday.org
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2018 WALK
SCHEDULE
Schuylkill On the Move is a project of Schuylkill County’s VISION and promotes positive
steps toward good health through walking and an appreciation of the natural beauty and
fascinating history of our area. For more information on each walk: porcupinepat@yahoo.com

Many thanks to our sponsors. Learn more about our sponsors by visiting their websites.
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www.schuylkillcd.org

www.schuylkill.org

www.schuylkillvision.com

www.schuylkillconservancy.org
www.schuylkillhistory.org
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LandSCAPES
“A heritage worth saving is a legacy worth protecting”
“Trees, Bees and Lavender”
slated for Sunday, May 19

Join in a “Trees, Bees and Lavender” tour
of the “Hope Hill Lavender Farm,” 2375
Panther Valley Road, northwest of Cressona on Sunday, May 19, 2019 from 1:003:00 pm.

The American Public Gardens Association’s annual
showcase and celebration of public gardens is
taking place the week after Mother’s Day. Public
gardens serve as community resources and a
catalyst for change and resilience by encouraging
the general public to visit, value and volunteer at
their local public gardens. Be sure to visit the
Demonstration and Trail Garden areas that were
established in 2002 with the permission of the First
United Church of Christ on their property at 110
Rte. 61 South in Schuylkill Haven. Also, check out
the pollinator gardens established by the South
Schuylkill Garden Club located near the High Rise
in Schuylkill Haven and Canal Park in Pine Grove.

Owners Wendy and Troy will share their
efforts for sustainable farming in their
choice of forest stewardship, growth of
lavender and resulting products and
emerging bee enterprise.
From an old Christmas tree farm purchased in 2010 to give a home to their two
rescue horses, much has transpired. Troy
and Wendy will walk their land and share
their trials and accomplishments.
Information:
schuylkillcountyconservancy@gmail.com

schuylkillcountyconservancy@gmail.com
@SchuylkillCountyConservancy
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NEWS LEAF
Master Gardeners of Schuylkill County
schuylkillmg@psu.edu

570.622.4225 ext. 23

Test your soil to provide optimum fertilization for
your garden by Tom Reed
Spring is in the air, at least we hope it is. 2018 was a tough growing season and so far, it looks like we are starting a bit late this season.
If you didn’t soil test this past fall, I would strongly recommend a soil test
for your garden for this year. We saw record rainfall last year and, in some areas,
flooding that could contribute to pH and/or fertility problems in your lawn and gardens.
Soil test kits are available at the Penn State Extension Office for $9.00.
The recommendations from the soil test will provide valuable information as to
what your soil requires and will provide recommendation for the optimum amounts
of fertilizer. This is cost effective for you and prevents over fertilizing which is not
good for our watersheds.

Master Gardeners get new coordinator
Steve Daderko is the new Consumer Horticulture/Master Gardener
Coordinator for Schuylkill County. He has been a Master Gardener
since 2015. His interest in gardening stems from his Lithuanian
grandmother and has been gardening since childhood. He is a
Penn State graduate and is retired after a 26-year career in engineering. Steve can be contacted at the Extension Office at 570-6224225 ext. 17.
Meet the Master Gardeners This event is slated for Wednesday March
27 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. It is an information session for folks who would like to
become a Master Gardener. There is no obligation and it is free to attend to get all
the info and determine if this group of volunteers is the right fit for you. To register
contact the Extension Office 570-622-4225 ext. 10 or 20 or e-mail schuylkillmg@psu.edu.
Spotted Lanternfly The eggs
will begin to hatch in late April.
This is a very serious pest and
everyone should be alerted to it
in the environment. If you come
in contact with any life stages of
this insect report it. To report:
badbug@pa.gov or the Extension Office 570-622-4225 ext.
23

Master Gardeners
are on WPPA AM
1360 at 10 a.m. on the
first Tuesday of each
month year round.
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Net Sources and
Resources
At PPL Electric Utilities, we not only work to protect the environment, we
want to enhance it. We’re involved in numerous programs including wood
pole and metal recycling, giving away trees through our Community Roots
program, and working with both private and government groups to help erect
nesting platforms for ospreys. We established the PPL Electric Utilities Environmental Leaders Scholarship to give a helping hand to the next generation
of students pursuing careers in the engineering and science fields that will
benefit the natural world that surrounds and sustains us. We invite high school seniors who live in homes served
by PPL in central and eastern Pennsylvania to apply for this $2,000 scholarship. Winners will have scholarship
funds sent to their indicated college or university in their name. www.pplelectric.com for more information.

TROUT BUTTON STOCKING PROGRAM UNDERWAY

Schuylkill Headwaters Association is conducting the 2019 trout stocking button program which was previously run
by Schuylkill County Chapter of Trout Unlimited. This program has been popular and
successful and will continue using the same format. Buttons, which cost $10 each,
entitle the purchaser to receive a list of confidential stockings that will occur in local
waters. These stocking sites are located in areas selected by anglers showing the
most interest, and the number of buttons sold will determine the numbers of fish that
will be stocked. Buttons may be purchased by contacting the following: The Tackle
Box, Morea Road, Frackville 570-874-3111 or S-A Trout Ponds, Orwigsburg 570943-2405. Go to Schuylkill Headwaters on Facebook for more information.
Arbor Day is a holiday that is literally dedicated to trees. Particularly, the
planting, care and conservation of them. Trees not only bring an aesthetic
beauty to our world but are important to our very survival. They not only
provide shelter for many species of birds, animals and insects but they are
also the lungs of our planet. Not to mention the fact that products derived
from them – such as paper – are vital to modern society. Therefore, this is
an important holiday to bring attention to the importance of trees to our way
of life. www.arborday.org

Schuylkill Conservation District Board and Staff











BOARD OF DIRECTORS
District Chair:
Glenn Luckenbill
Vice Chair:
Scott Graver
Directors:
Commissioner Gary Hess
Stanley Fidler
Dottie Sterner
F. Diane Wolfgang
Eric Leiby
Glenn Hetherington
Dennis Daubert

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Chris Bentz
Robert Carl, Jr.
Frank Zukas
Russell Wagner






See you at the
Bear Creek
Festival
Sunday, June 2
from noon to 4
at the
Schuylkill
County
Fairgrounds

The Annual Seedling
Sale is now underway.
You can help benefit
Sweet Arrow Lake
County Park by making
a purchase. Look for a
flyer inside this issue.

















STAFF PHONE EXTENSIONS FOR 570.622.3742
Jenna St. Clair, District Manager, 3335
Martie Hetherington, Chesapeake Bay Coordinator, 3328
“Porcupine Pat” McKinney, Education Coordinator, 3326
Missy Seigfried, Conservation Fiscal Technician, 3324
Stephanie Lubinsky, Conservation Program Technician,
3329
Robert Evanchalk, Assistant Parks and Recreation Supervisor, 3334
Christy Zulli, Conservation Program Technician, 3327
Bill Reichert, Upper Swatara Flood Recovery Manager,
3331
Wayne Lehman, County Natural Resources
Specialist, 3333
Brittany Moore, Agricultural Program Coordinator, 3325
Ryan Michlovsky, Conservation Program Coordinator,
3330
Lorie Reichert, Conservation Program Asst., 3316
Drew Kline, Parks & Rec. Supervisor, 3334
Alexa Kramer, Natural Resources Conservationist, 3336
Kyle Schutt, Insect Management Technician,
Cell: 484.331.4499
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